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List of Omani UNESCO ASPnet Schools

Governorate /

. School Type

Directorate yp

1 Jabir bin Zaid Post-Basic Education School Boys

2 Dohat Al Adab Post-Basic Education School Girls

3 Ibn Al Nafees Basic Education School (Cycle 2) Boys
Muscat

4 Shati Al Qurum Post-Basic Education School Girls

5 Al Hathara Basic Education School (Cycle 1) Boys & Girls

6 The Sultanss School (Private) Boys & Girls

7 Masandam Post-Basic Education School Boys
Masandam

8 Sukainah bint Al Husain School (5-12) Girls

9 Hafsa bint Sireen School (Cycle 2) Girls
Al Buraimi

10 Azzan bin Qais Post-Basic Education School Boys

11 Al Saada» Post-Basic Education School Girls
Dhofar

12 Salalah Post-Basic Education School Boys

13 Nasir bin Murshid Post-Basic Education School Boys

14 | Al Batinah South Al Amal Post-Basic Education School Girls

15 Al Iza> Basic Education School (Cycle 1) Boys & Girls

16 Al Wafaa Basic Education School (Cycle 2) Girls
Al Batinah North

17 Sohar Post-Basic Education School Boys

18 Sultan Qaboos Post-Basic Education School Boys
AsShargia South

19 Al Marwa Basic Education School (Cycle 2) Girls

20 Al Mutanabi Post-Basic Education School Boys
A>Shargia North

21 Sinaw School (7-12) Girls

22 Al Ain Post-Basic Education School Girls
AsDakhelia

23 Belarab bin Sultan Post-Basic Education School Boys

24 Fatima bint Qais Post-Basic Education School Girls
AsDahra

25 Saif bin Sultan Post-Basic Education School Boys

26 Al Wusta Al Wusta School (5-12) Boys

q Unesco Associated Schools i

Welcome again in our third issue of the
Omani ASPnet schools’ report that aims to
highlight the most important initiatives
implemented by ASPnet schools, in addition
to introducing the best practices and
initiatives by these schools.

Many achievements were made throughout
2013 and 2014, most notably, the
implementation of a number of activities
and mutual visits between ASPnet schools
from Oman, and several Arab and European
schools in the framework of the new 2014-
2021 strategic work plan for ASPnet.

This newsletter viewed anumber of initiatives
implemented by the schools in celebration
of the 60" anniversary of the network at the
national, regional and international levels,
like the Connecting Cultures journey by
ASPnet students from Oman and Europe.The
launch of a documentary film about Omani
ASPnet schools and, outstanding initiatives
and programs implemented by these schools
within the framework of supporting cultural
dialogue, and sustainable development are
among the issues covered in this issue.

The newsletter also viewed the international
participation of ASPnet teachers and

Amna Salim Al Balushia

Assistant Secretary-General for UNESCO Associated
Schools, Youth Programs and UNESCO Clubs

National Coordinator of Omani ASPnet Schools

students, like the Sustainable Development
Conference in Japan, the Model UN
Conference - implemented for the first time
in an ASPnet school in Italy-, in addition
to the international workshop on the UN
Millennium Development Goals in Tunisia.

The report included a report on the second
School Student Forum entitled “An aware
and responsible generation”. More than 140
students from Omani ASPnet schools took
partinthe event.ltalsoincluded a number of
national activities and projects implemented
by the students such as celebrations of world
days, participation in national energy saving
contests and the Earth Hour.

The newsletter also introduced the new
achievement of the Sultanate by enlisting
Al Ayala art on the representative list of
Intangible Cultural Heritage, besides arts
previously inscribed on the list, namely:

Baraa; Azi and Tagroud.

In the end, | express my sincere thanks to the
students, teachers and administrations of
the Omani UNESCO ASPnet schools wishing
them a year full of achievements for Global
Citizenship.

Uniled Nations + Member of
Educalional, Scientificand - UNESCO
Culural Organization .+ Associaled Schools




World Human Rights Day

Al Sultan School celebrated the World Human Rights Day,
coinciding December 10th. This day receives special care at
the local and international levels. The celebration included
a film on human rights, honoring the winners of the logo
or publication design competition whose design met
the objectives of the event previously announced by the
school during November. A number of the school students
participated in the competition.
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Road Safety Project

Road accidents are a big challenge for all the
individuals in the society, becoming a problem that
depletes material and human resources.

In this regard, Omani ASPnet schools implemented
a number of activities on the importance of road
safety. Al lzah Basic School established the traffic
city project that aims to teach students traffic rules,
encourage respecting the ethics of driving from early
ages, develop positive attitudes toward road safety
issues, inspire commitment to pedestrian rules and
traffic lights, and adopt the right behavior in relation
to school bus.

Al Amal Post-Basic Education School also participated
in spreading road safety culture through open day
activities. The day included an introductory morning
program, a lecture on road safety and the use of safety
chairs. The civil defense gave a presentation and praxis
on firefighting and the use of first aid.

Al Ain Post-Basic Education School, represented by the
security and road safety society, participated in raising
awareness on road safety among drivers through
awareness lectures and leaflets. The event targeted
the youth, the future of the country.

Belarab bin Sultan Post-Basic Education School, in
collaboration with “Carefully” campaign, organized a
traffic day at the school. The event aimed to promote
awareness and culture on traffic issues. The event

22 Unesco Associated Schools in Oman

came in the context of the GCC traffic week, untitled
“your safety is our aim”. The students were introduced
to “Carefully” campaign and its targets. A paper on car
accidents, their impacts and causes was presented,
besides showing a film on the importance of seat belts
to promote awareness on road safety among students.
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Al Amal Post-Basic Education School in collaboration
with Aman Paper Recycling Company implemented the
paper recycling project to raise students’ awareness on
the importance of preserving the environment and its
resources. The project contributed to changing students’
behavior becoming keen to preserve the environment and

safely recycle paper.

Al Marwa Basic School, cycle 2, showed great interest in the
project. The school held awareness lectures and training
workshops that encourage utilizing and recycling waste.

Al Ain Post-Basic Education
School organized a heritage
festival entitled “my heritage
is my identity, which
included an exhibition that
included sections for Omani
Aflaj, history and culture,
wool weaving and spinning,
traditional medicine, saviac,
silverware, Omani halwa and
traditional games.

community,

Sukainah bint Al Husain School (5-12) organized
an exhibition entitled “UNESCO in Sukainah's
eyes”. The event aimed at introducing UNESCO
and the schools’ ASPnet experience to the local
in addition to introducing the
activities implemented by the school.
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World AIDS Day

Every December the world celebrates the AIDS
day, a disease that is considered a nightmare for
all people at this time.

Inthis regard, Sohar Post-Basic Education School
organized several activities over two days in
celebration of the event. The activities varied
from morning programs, awareness campaigns
and lectures aiming at introducing AIDS,
promoting awareness among the students and
the local community about the disease, how it
spreads and how to prevent it, and coexistence
with those infected.

Al Wafaa Post-Basic Education School, Sinaw
Post-Basic Education School and Salalah Post-
Basic Education School celebrated the event
aiming to promote awareness on this disease

Voluntary work requires efforts by every
individual in the society, individually or
collectively. It is based on desire whether
consciously or unconsciously while not
intending to make any materialistic return or
profit, rather acquiring the feeling of belonging
to the community. It entails taking some
responsibility that contributes to meeting
social needs or serving an issue suffered by the
society.

In this regard, Al Ain Post-Basic Education
School celebrated the event through a morning
program on voluntary work. Also, a voluntary
work was implemented by each class, in
addition to a campaign to clean the mosques
and Aflaj in the Wilayat. The event witnessed a
campaign called the “helping hand” that aimed
at enhancing religious faith among students
and workers at school to achieve social
solidarity as stipulated by Islam.

Allza'Post-Basic Education Schoolimplemented
the “white hands” project to help low income
students and raise awareness among the
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and ways of prevention among students through lectures
and awareness leaflets.

Al Wusta School (5-12) participated in the event by
hosting a specialist from the Department of Health in the
Governorate of Al Wusta. The specialist gave a presentation
to students about the disease and its affects. Leaflets about
the issue were distributed.

students about the importance of voluntary work,
whether it is material or moral.

Belarab bin Sultan Post-Basic Education School held
avoluntary campaign to clean Jibreen Castle aiming
to teach students the importance of preserving

heritage.

Al Marwa Post-Basic Education School, cycle 2,
implemented the “clothes for the workers” project.
The project aims at instilling the spirit of voluntary
work and giving a helping hand in students. It also
included the “draw a smile” project, an initiative to

provide food stuff to the orphans and needy.

Students from Hafsa bint Sireen Basic Education
School, cycle 2, distributed breakfast meals on the
cleaning staff at the school. They also distributed
drinking water to builders working nearby the
school. A twitter account was created for the
project to establish the principal of cooperation
and teamwork, and promote tolerance between
the different segments of the society regardless
their nationalities and ethnicities.
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Tree Day

The Young Scouts and Guides Society at Al Izah Basic
School visited the scout camp at Al Meladah to celebrate
the Tree Day. The society planted a number of grafts
with each graft having the name of the young scout or
guide who planted it. In addition, a drawing workshop
was held where the children expressed their ideas on the
importance of trees.

Al Sultan School also celebrated the Tree Day through a
play that included speeches and poems about the tree and its
importance in life. Students then planted some trees in the school
yard. During the event, specialized plantation companies were
hosted, where staff and students bought trees and the return went to Al
Ataa’ charity organization.

Hafsa bint Sireen Basic Education School (5-12) and Al Hathara Basic Education School participated in the event
by planting trees in the school in collaboration with Al Waha plantation. Students also donated some trees;
trees were planted at the school’s entrance and yard.

“Arabic Letter” is the slogan chose by UNESCO for the
2014World Arabic language Day, which coincides
December 18th. The slogan seeks to attract the world’s
attention to the beauty of the Arabic letter, its value, its
resemblance of the Arab culture and heritage, as well
as its existence at the various cultural and historical
human levels.

In this regard, Al Wusta School (5-12) celebrated
the World Arabic language Day through a morning

program on Arabic Language and its importance. The
program included a section about UNESCO, inscribing

calligraphy to instill love for Arabic and its arts among

Arabic as an official language of the organization, to be
. ) the students.
one of the six official languages.

UNESCO societies at Hafsa bint Sireen School (5-12), Al

Masandam Post-Basic Education School celebrated . . . .
iy - Marwa Basic Education School, cycle 2 and Fatima bint
the day under the title “earth speaks Arabic”. The event . . . )
) Qais Post-Basic Education School organized a program
lasted a week and included contests, poems and plays.

about World Arabic language Day that included a

Belarab bin Sultan Post-Basic Education School number of activities, among which were poems and

celebrated the event by holding a workshop on Arabic presentations.
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Al Amal Post-Basic Education School celebrated

the day by preparing leaflets that encourage water
saving, organizing workshops on the importance of
water, its link to global warming and the recycling
project, and distributing drinking water on workers
at building sites.

Al Ain Post-Basic Education School celebrated this
global event by taking part in the water saving art
contest, in collaboration with the Directorate-General
of Education in the Governorate of Al Dakhelia. The
school also prepared an awareness poster on the
importance of water preservation. Awareness cards
were also designed using Photoshop to promote the
preservation of Aflaj. The school organized an Aflaj
exhibition that presented much information and a
lot of photos, models, new equipment and devices,
in addition to presentations on this unique water
system in Oman.

Sinaw Post-Basic Education School also celebrated
the event by organizing a contest (A drop of water
can give life). The contest aimed at spreading
awareness among students on the importance of
preserving water and means to achieve that.

The Sultan School celebrated the event through the
water week which included distributing posters that
encourage water saving to classes. The school also
organized an exhibition on water sources. A charity
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market was held where the yield was donated to
charity organizations.

Al Saada’ Post-Basic Education School joined the
celebrations of the event through awareness
campaigns for students of the age group 4-10 in
neighboring public schools.

Al Marwa Post-Basic Education School, cycle 2,
participated in the event by implementing a number
of lectures and morning programs on the importance
of water and means of preserving it, in addition to
having art and culture contests in relation to the
event.

The UNESCO society at Imam Saif bin Sultan Post-
Basic Education School organized a celebration of the
event. The program included a morning program on
the importance of water and means of preserving it.
A leaflet was prepared by the society. The leaflet is
a guide on water consumption at home. It included
information on the importance of water and how to
preserve it, the current situation of water in Oman,

and ways to reduce water consumption at houses.

Earth Hour is a global campaign launched
within the efforts to address climate change
and promote awareness on O2 emissions that
drive global warming. The campaign aims to
reduce energy consumption by switching off
unnecessary lights and electrical devices for
an hour. The event coincides the last Saturday
of Mach every year.

In this regard, Sohar Post-Basic Education
School organized an introductory campaign
about the Earth Hour. A group of the UNESCO
Society in the school visited Al Hikma Basic
School to promote awareness, introduce the
event and allow the children to participate.
The visit program included a number of
activities: introducing the Earth Hour, its
significance and time, presenting educational
video clips to the children, and presenting
anthems about environment preservation and
water saving. The campaign included coloring
and drawing contests; best performers were
awarded.

Fatima bint Qais Post-Basic Education School
celebrated the event through a morning
program on energy preservation. A drawing
competition in relation to the event was also
held; winners were awarded.

Both Saif bin Sultan Post-Basic Education
School and Ibn Al Nafees Basic Education
School organized a number of activities
in celebration of the event, including an
awareness campaign for the community to
stimulate the participation of community
members in the event. Add to that, cultural
competitions, morning programs and a
drawing workshop were held, in addition
to internal awareness campaigns within the
school.

In celebration of the event, Sukainah
bint Al Husain (5-12) School held several
activities, including: presenting a number
of morning programs introducing the Earth
Hour, encouraging students and teachers to
participate, holding a lecture entitled “A break
for the safety of our Earth’, in cooperation
with rural areas’ electricity company,
and distributing awareness messages to
the community, including government
institutions, hotels, companies, and families
to encourage them to take part in the event.

Al Wusta School (5-12) celebrated the Earth
Hour through a detailed morning program,
and a seminar on energy saving and the
significance of the event.

Earth Hour




Annual National ASPnet
School Coordinators Meeting

The

Education, Culture and Science organized

Oman National Commission for

the annual meeting of national ASPnet
school coordinators, in the presence of the
visiting Saudi delegation that came to view
the Omani ASPnes schools’ experience. The
meeting aimed at exchanging expertise
between schools by highlighting the

projects and activities implemented.
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global warming, and energy and water saving,
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‘ M |¥ua Rowerg and in the framework of the Earth Hour event,
s — the Environment Society of Oman organizes an
annual contest to save energy in cooperation with
- - c the Secretariat-General of the Oman National _ e
Al Ayala art, the fourth Omani art on the International List for the A
- - - Commission for Education, Culture and Science. -
Safeguarding of Intangible Heritage 80 ®

A ber of O i ASPnet school ticipated
The Sultanate of Oman successfully registered Al Ayala art on International List for the Safeguarding of number o man net schools participate

Intangible Heritage through a shared file with the UAE. Al Ayala art is a traditional art performed by men in the contest. Imam Jabir bin Zaid Post-Basic

and which resembles courage and bravery. The art is performed by two lines of men facing each other. Education School from the Governorate of
Each individual in the line holds the wrist of the person next to him while carrying a stick in his other Muscat won the 2013 version, while Hafsa bint
hand. Drummers mediates the two lines with other performers who carry swords, rifles, khanjars and Sireen School (5-12) won the 2014 version. They
sticks which are thrown sometimes up and picked skillfully. The art is performed in public yards, before were awarded the prizes by the Environment

forts and castles during Eid times, and at wedding ceremonies. Society of Oman
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Delegations’ visits

A number of visits have been organized to exchange expertise among ASPnet
schools from Oman, the Arab world and Europe. The visits aimed at viewing
activities and projects implemented by Omani ASPnet schools.

A Danish delegation visited the Sultanate during March 2014 in the framework
of the twinning project between Omani and Danish ASPnet schools. The Oman
National Commission prepared a rich program for the visiting delegation. The
program included joint activities and events with the Sultan School.
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The Oman National Commission prepared
a program for the Saudi educational
delegation that visited Oman during
February 2014 to view the ASPnet school
experience in the Sultanate. The program
included visiting some Omani ASPnet
schools in Muscat, besides attending
the annual meeting of ASPnet schools’
principals and coordinators.

The National Commission welcomed
the Danish delegation that visited the
Sultanate during November 2014 and
prepared an educational program for
the visit. The visit came to develop the
existing twinning projects between
Omani and Danish ASPnet schools,
enhance cooperation between the
schools by exchanging knowledge and
expertise about the Omani and Danish
cultures, and recognize the Omani sites
inscribed on the World Heritage List. The
visitalsoaimedto plan and discuss how to
expand and support future cooperation
between Oman and Denmark through
ASPnet schools’ activities. The visit
included visiting some Omani ASPnet
schools in the Governorates of Muscat
and Al Batinah South.

The program prepared for the visiting
delegations included cultural visits to
some historical and cultural landmarks,
natural tourist sites, and some Omani
sites inscribed on the World Heritage List.
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Second School Students’ Forum

“An aware and responsible generation”

The School Students’ Forum is a pioneering
educational initiative launched by the Ministry
of Education in 2012, in collaboration with the
Oman National Commission for Education,
Culture and Science and a number of
organizations that support the youth. More than
150 students participated in the Second forum,
“an aware and responsible generation’, from all
the Governorates of the Sultanate from grades
10 and 11. The event was held from 19-23
October 2014. A number of training workshops
touching various topics were presented.

Forum objectives:

® To prepare an appropriate environment to
positively and freely express good opinions
and ideas

@ To introduce traditional Omani handicrafts
to participating students

® To promote students’ competencies and
develop their talents in photography

® To promote the culture of business and
entrepreneurship

@ To spread cognitive awareness on deploying
technology to serve the community

® To spread the culture of voluntary work and
community service among students

Main themes:

The forum addressed five main themes that
reflected the set objectives:

1. Entrepreneurship and business

2. Photography

3. Smart phones and community service
4. Saviac

5. Voluntary work culture

Closing evening: honoring evening

Day four witnessed the honoring evening where
the participating students, and supporting
and participating institutions, individuals and
organizations were honored. The evening was
prepared and implemented by the students
themselves. The evening highlighted the various
talents of the students.

At the night, the results of the photography
and film clip contest were announced. These
contests were application of the photography
and smartphone workshops held to promote
students’ knowledge and develop their
competencies in these two fields.
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Global participations

In the context of celebrating the end of the United
Nations Decade for Sustainable Development, a
delegation of Omani ASPnet schools participated
in the International Education for Sustainable
Development Conference in japan from 4-8
November 2014. The conference aimed to gather
ASPnet teachers and students to exchange
information and initiatives in relation to Sustainable
Development. The Omani delegation consisted
of four students and teachers from Saif bin Sultan
Post-Basic Education School and Al Amal Post-Basic
Education School.

The conference program included a number of varied events and visits to Japanese ASPnet schools, besides,

viewing the projects related to sustainable development by these schools. The Omani team introduced a —— q =
project on paper recycling implemented by Al Amal Post-Basic Education School in the Governorate of Al Las
Batinah South.

Green schools project
In the framework of the International Action for Sustainable

Development, the Ministry of Education, represented by the : _
Oman National Commission for Education, Culture and Science o ), A - . W
launched the Green Schools project. At its first experimental g __i' 'it' UNALE~ _ @/
stage, the project involves three (3) schools. Nasir bin Murshid , 5 ®
Post-Basic Education School, an ASPnet school, was selected to
take part in the project. The project aims at raising awareness
among students, teachers, administrators and parents about
sustainability and Education for Sustainable Development
concepts by implementing a number of varied projects and
events.

A delegation from Omani ASPnet
schools participated in the ASPnet
Model UN event, held in Italy from 13-
15 November 2014, under the title “let’s
protect and safeguard”. The conference aimed

at promoting Education, Science and Culture,

respecting basic rights and freedom, and peaceful
co-existence for sustainable life. The Omani delegation
consisted of four students and two teachers from Imam Jabir
bin Zaid Post-Basic Education School and Shati Al Qurum Post-
Basic Education School. About 180 participants from all around the
world took part in the gathering.

The Oman National Commission for Education, Culture
and Science, in cooperation with, the UNESCO Doha Office,
organized a field visit to Indonesia in the period from 22-
28 March 2015, to view the successful Indonesian school
experiences in the field of green schools. The Omani delegation
consisted of 6 teachers from Nasir bin Murshid Post-Basic
Education School, Asila’bint Qais Al Busaidia School and Nasra
bint Imam Nasir Al Yarubia School, in addition to members
from the Oman National Commission for Education, Culture
and Science and Sultan Qaboos University.

The program included many discussions, debates and intensive workshops.
The students role-played diplomats, stimulating the UN discussions and
sessions, and UN's aim to spread international peace and security. The participants
gave presentations on the themes of the committee they participated in. the
Sultanate participated in two committees of the available five, namely, the UNESCO

and environment committees.
The visit program included several activities and visits to a

number of outstanding Indonesian schools in the field of green
schools.
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The visit of the Kuwaiti students
delegation

In the framework of the cooperation between the
Oman National Commission for Education, Culture and
Science and the Kuwait National Commission for Education,
Science and Culture, a visit program for the Kuwaiti student delegation
was organized. The delegation consisted of (15) teachers and students from a
number of ASPnet schools in Kuwait.

The program included visiting a number of Omani ASPnet schools in the Governorate of Muscat, a
cruise around the city of Muscat, a visit to the Royal Opera House, a visit to Al Amal School for the
Deaf and Dumb, a cultural trip to the Governorate of South Al Batinah which included a visit to (Al
Thawarh water spring, Falaj Al Myassar - listed on the World Heritage List - and Al Hazm Castle).

8 | Unesco Associated Schools in Oman

On the sidelines of the annual
meeting of the local ASPnet schools’
coordinators, which is held every
year, the film was launched. The film
puts together the most important
activities and projects carried out by
the Omani UNESCO ASPnet schools
at the the international, regional

and local levels.

Imam Jabir bin Zaid Post-Basic Education School organized the third Jabir Forum in
celebration of the 60th anniversary of the UNESCO ASPnet from March 18 to 20 2013,
under the title (love + initiative + cooperation = interconnected communities). The
forum aimed to:

® Celebrate the 60" anniversary of UNESCO ASPnet.

® Promote awareness in the school neighboring on UNESCO’s aims and activities.
® Deepen the concept of cultural exchange among students.

® Promote awareness on tangible and intangible heritage.

® Celebrate the Earth Hour.

On the sidelines of this event, an exhibition was inaugurated. The exhibition
consisted of two parts. Part 1: introduces UNESCO and its objectives, the Omani
sites registered on the World Heritage List and tangible and intangible heritage,
and human rights education. Part 2: was dedicated for exchange of cultures. This
part was divided into several sections distributed on all communities in the school
(the Egyptian, Sudanese, Jordanian, Algerian and Syrian communities). The students
representing the communities were given the opportunity to introduce

their countries in terms of location, population, archaeological

and tourist sites, in addition to displaying the official
currency of the state, and local fashion and cuisine.
This forum also included many accompanying
activities by the school’s students.

Imam Jabir bin Zaid School Forum



Main Activities Of The

60" Anniversary Celebration

Based on the Euro-Arab dialogue initiative
plan and the twinning project between ASPnet
schools in the Sultanate of Oman and the
Republic of Denmark in the field of traditional
games and World Heritage, a number of Omani
schools from the Governorates of A'Dahra,
A’'Dakhelia and Muscat welcomed the Danish
educational delegation in March 2013. The
delegation consisted of 5 female teachers
from UNESCO ASPnet schools in Denmark.
The schools prepared a rich varied program
for the delegation. It included introducing
the educational activities of the school,

Connecting Cultures Journey

The Oman National Commission for Education,
Culture and Science and Connecting Cultures
Foundation with the support of Sultan
Qaboos Higher Centre for Culture and Science,
organize three Connecting Cultures journeys
where young people from the age group of
(18-24) years coming from a number of Arab

and European countries participate.

In celebration of ASPnet’s 60th anniversary
in 2013, the National Commission organized
these annual trips for ASPnet schools’ students
in the Sultanate as well as (8) students from
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The visit of the Danish educational delegation

presentations on the authentic heritage of
Oman, folk dances, a fashion show and Omani
cuisine.

On the sidelines of the visit, the delegation
made cultural trips, including a visit to (Baat
sites in the Governorate of A'Dahra, Bahla fort,
Falaj Daris in the Governorate of A’'Dakhelia,
“inscribed on the World Heritage List,” along a
number of tourist attractions in Muscat.

8 European countries. This joint trip is a
key element in the Connecting Cultures
philosophy. During the time the young people
spent in desert, a series of intensive workshops
were organized to break down any barriers
between them, to bring their cultures close,
and correct the erroneous misunderstandings
between the Arab and European cultures. The
participants delivered a presentation about
this trip to introduce Oman and its role in
supporting cultural dialogue among young
people.
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The International Workshop On The United Nations Development Goals

For UNESCO Aspnet Schools’ Students And Teachers

In the framework of the Arab-Euro dialogue
initiative between the Arab and European
national commissions, and in support of
the joint twinning projects between Omani,
German, Danish, and Arab UNESCO ASPnet
Schools, an Omani ASPnet school delegation
participated in a workshop on the United
Nations Development Goals for ASPnet Schools'’
students and teachers. The event was held
in the city of Carthage in Tunisia from 9 to 15
November 2013; the delegation included four
students and two teachers from Dohat Al Adab
Post-Basic Education School and Azzan bin Qais
Post-Basic Education School.

The workshop aimed at contributing
to strengthening relations and mutual
understanding between ASPnet Schools’
students from the Arab States and Europe,
especially those from Germany and different

cultural backgrounds. It also aimed at further

developing the existing partnerships
between schools, building new partnerships
and promoting education for sustainable
development.

The program included a number of joint
activities, namely: a workshop to learn
Arabic (Easy Arabic) in order to acquire video
directing skills to produce Arabic language
learning videos for non-native speakers, an
educational interactive project (International
Reporters) to provide participating students
with the theoretical and practical knowledge
of international news broadcasting, short
sketches presented and filmed before the
public instantaneously to correct the many
misunderstandings between the Arab and
European cultures. The workshop program
also included visits to some of the monuments
in the ancient and historical cities of Tunis and
Carthage.




Celebrating UNESCO ASPnet’s
60" Anniversary

Every ten years UNESCO celebrates the establishment
of the ASPnet through a big ceremony in one of the
Member States. 2013 coincided with the sixtieth
(60™) anniversary of this network, where a number of
ASPnet coordinators from Oman participated at the
International ASPnet Forum in South Korea. The forum

came out with a new strategy for the network for the
period (2014-2021). The strategy committed the UNESCO
ASPnet to the advancement of global citizenship through

education for peace and human rights, intercultural

learning, and learning for sustainable development.

A New Strategy for the UNESCO ASPnet for the Period 2014-
2021 (for Global Citizenship)

“The ASPnet is committed to the advancement of global citizenship through education for peace and human
rights, intercultural learning, education for sustainable development and the role of the UN to address the world’s
concerns.”

® ASPnet at the international level:

Strategy 1: to enhance communication and cooperation through
various information and communication technology platforms.

Strategy2:toplace ASPnetasakeyfactortopromoteglobalcitizenship.

Strategy 3: to enhance the skills and capabilities of the national
coordinators of ASPnet Schools and other key partners.

® ASPnet at the regional level:

Strategy 1: to enhance communication and cooperation through
various regional ASPnet programs for national coordinators,
administrators, teachers and students.

Strategy 2: to increase the participation of ASPnet in the programs
of the UNESCO regional field offices, centers related to UNESCO,
UNESCO Chairs and other United Nations agencies.

Strategy 3: to coordinate ASPnet programs and leading projects at
the regional level.

® ASPnet at the national level:

Strategy 1: to create a partnership between the Associated
Schools and other organizations in the public and private sectors.

Strategy 2: to improve coordination between Associated Schools
through national coordinators and national commissions of UNESCO.

Strategy 3: to promote a distinctive brand for ASPnet to ensure
national visibility and recognition.

® ASPnet at the school level:

Strategy 1: to develop partnerships through relevant joint programs with teacher training institutions, local units,
NGOs, and the private sector.

Strategy 2: to strengthen global citizenship through the participation in leading national or regional ASPnet
programs.

Strategy 3: to promote a school-wide methodology for ASPnet activities.



he Sultanate of Oman has given

great attention to education through

providing quality education that keeps
pace with the finest educational systems in
the world. Efforts are continually undertaken
to achieve the desired goals by giving due
care to important issues such as education
for all, cultural dialogue, the promotion of
global citizenship values, and other issues
that enhance the achievement of sustainable
development via active and informed
generations of young people around the
world.

With regard to global citizenship, social and
communication media have made the world
a small global village creating a common
feeling among human beings that they are
living at home, a place that is expanding every
day. Thus, they seek to develop their reality
and create a better future for the coming
generations. There is a growing interest in the
world, including Oman, in consolidating global
citizenship in the hearts of young people.
Global conferences and forums were held for
this purpose.

Perhaps the most prominent of those
international forums is the international forum
thatcelebrated the 60th anniversary of UNESCO
Associated Schools Network (ASPnet), held in
2013 in the Republic of South Korea, under the
theme “UNESCO Associated Schools Network
for Global Citizenship: Education for peace
and education for sustainable development”.
Participants from various countries of the
world met, including the Sultanate of Oman,
to promote global citizenship and emphasize
the importance of the continuous support by
C to the priorities of UNESCO, to evaluate the
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work done, and discuss new methodologies
to develop a recommendation for the new
2014-2021 strategy and action plan.

Because of this interest in promoting the
initiatives and efforts aiming at consolidating
the values of global citizenship, the strategic
priority of work for the Network is centered
around “UNESCO Associated Schools Network
for global citizenship” for the period (2014-
2021), since it is a major theme at the time, with
a global vision that presumes UNESCO ASPnet
as a beacon to promote global citizenship.

In this context, UNESCO ASPnet in Oman went
beyond strengthening local citizenship values
to global citizenship values for it is part of a
global network on one hand, and its success in
twinning projects with a number of brotherly
and friendly countries on the other hand.
Therefore, it will contribute greatly in achieving
UNESCO’s vision for the common future of
humanity through implementing global
citizenship and sustainable development
strategies, and highlighting good practices
at the national and international levels. The
rich experience of the UNESCO ASPnet in
the Sultanate represents the scale of the
pioneering initiatives and projects successfully
implemented over the past years, especially in
the field of global citizenship. No doubt, thisis a
source of pride as it has made contributions to
the achievement of sustainable development
an overall goal and a noble target for its work.

Finally, | would like to thank the Omani schools
within the UNESCO ASPnet for all their efforts,
with a special greeting to the students of these
schools who were wonderful ambassadors of
the outstanding Omani youth, wishing them
further successes and achievements.
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